Lesson plan

Symbols and Legends

Key points

< A map symbol represents a feature or object on the ground.

< A legend explains what objects or features the symbols represent.

Lesson objectives

« Studentswill become familiar with the concepts of symboals.

« Studentswill learn to use alegend to identify features on a map.

Material needed
for this lesson

« Illustration 3, showing a map of the park.

Suggestions for teaching
this lesson
(40-minute lesson)

< Tobegin thelesson, reintroduceillustration 3 to the students. Explain that maps

are often unable to show the same level of detail for objects or features found on
the Earth as shown in illugtration 3. Consequently, mapmakers often use symbols
to represent some of these objects or features. For example, in amap of your city,
mapmakers will not draw a separate picture of every school. Instead, they draw a
square with aflag on top asasymbol of aschool. Then, each school, whether itis
big or small, long or narrow, will have itslocation marked with this same symbol.
Colored symbols are often used to depict features. Features are often symbolized
with the color they are associated with. For example, water features such asrivers
and lakes are shown as blue; vegetation cover such astrees, shrubs, and grass
are shown as green; and constructed features such as buildings and streets are
shown as black.

Explain that when welook at a map, we may be unsure of what a particular
symbol represents. On amap, symbols areidentified in an area called the legend.
Thelegend often digplays other important information including scale and direction.

Paint out the legend in theillustration. Have the students identify what information
this legend shows them. Go over each symbol and have the studentsfind it on
the map. Ask the studentsif they can identify the circle with the red and white
triangular shapes? What is the rectangle with the blue and white shapes? If they
didn't know the other part of the story and see the other illustrations, could they
gtill identify the carousd and snack-bar? What € se could they have been? A tent?
A big blanket?

Ask the studentsto find thingsin theillustration that are not on the legend.
Explain to them that only a permanent feature or object on the ground would

be included on a map. Consequently, things such asthe animals or people would
not be included on amap or in the legend.

Extended activity

Have the students draw maps covering several blocks of area around the school
or their home. Encourage them to devel op their own symbols and to use them
where appropriate. For example, create a symbol for a house and useit for all
houses in the area. The maps should be limited to permanent features (no dogs,
cats, cars, people, etc.) and show an overhead view.



